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Know Your Rights: What You Need to Know About Tennessee’s Censorship
Bills from the 2023 Legislative Session

Webinar Resource Links

Event Resources:
e Recording:
https://edtrust.zoom.us/rec/play/liyDihRGaSBtAHEoSRTRMoVaBkiNDsaZ-WNxshpaYoxymdf
sxT8iM5twTsDrOzwglTXa2ReWOoGkSC vy UfOVwrnPFO5SGUQdG

e PowerPoint:

3—T§an§§QQ g;g §Qr§h|Q-Law5 pptx.pdf
e Q&A Summary

° Survey ttgsMwwwsurveymonkeycom[r[CTCWeb Jun2023

Who Are We?
e The Education Trust in Tennessee: https://edtrust.org/tennessee/
e TN Alliance for Equity in Education: https://thealliancetn.org/ & Join the Alliance here
e TN Coalition for Truth in Our Classrooms:
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/tn-coalition-for-truth-in-our-classrooms/
ACLU-TN: www.aclu-tn.org
PEN America: https://pen.org/

How Did We Get Here?
e Background of the “anti-CRT” movement:
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/what-is-critical-race-theory-and-why-is-it-under-attack/

2021/05

e Coalition Resource Hub:

e Testimony: TN Youth lition st nts testif fore TN Senat iciar mmitt

regarding School Library Censorship bill (wistia.com)
e AP:LGBTQ. kids of color feel less welcome at school as bans become law | AP News

Where Are We Today?


https://edtrust.zoom.us/rec/play/IjyDjhRGaSBtAHEoSRTRMoVaBkiNDsaZ-WNxshpaYoxymdfsxT8iM5twTsDr0zwglTXa2ReWOoGkSC_y.UfQVwrnPFQ5GUqdG
https://edtrust.zoom.us/rec/play/IjyDjhRGaSBtAHEoSRTRMoVaBkiNDsaZ-WNxshpaYoxymdfsxT8iM5twTsDr0zwglTXa2ReWOoGkSC_y.UfQVwrnPFQ5GUqdG
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/6.7-Know-Your-Rights-Presentation-_-2023-Tennessee-Censorship-Laws.pptx.pdf
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/6.7-Know-Your-Rights-Presentation-_-2023-Tennessee-Censorship-Laws.pptx.pdf
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/6.7-Know-Your-Rights-Webinar-_-QA.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FCTCWeb_Jun2023&data=05%7C01%7Cmpowell%40edtrust.org%7C33ae48df0242410cef2b08db61333f56%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638210644966535638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=meQiRbofYaLVSQTUfTzPHgb9dh5jJ5G6mF5SHdC8nug%3D&reserved=0
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/
https://thealliancetn.org/
https://thealliancetn.org/#join-the-alliance
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/tn-coalition-for-truth-in-our-classrooms/
http://www.aclu-tn.org
https://pen.org/
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/what-is-critical-race-theory-and-why-is-it-under-attack/2021/05
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/what-is-critical-race-theory-and-why-is-it-under-attack/2021/05
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/tn-coalition-for-truth-in-our-classrooms/
https://edtrust.wistia.com/medias/s8w87nztfh
https://edtrust.wistia.com/medias/s8w87nztfh
https://apnews.com/article/lgbtq-race-ban-schools-4c4df1728f5265eee3684268035570c2
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e The Washington Post: An Explosion of Culture-War Laws is Changing Schools. Here’s How:
https://wwwwashingtonpost.com/education/2022/10/18/education-laws-culture-war

Past Know Your Rights Events
e May:
o Recording & PowerPoint
e November:
o Recording & PowerPoint

2021 & 2022 Tennessee Censorship Legislation

o 2021:
o Public Chapter 493: first censorship law in TN impacting “prohibited/disivisive
concepts” in K-12 curriculum and teaching
o 2022

o Public Chapter 744: Age Appropriate Materials Act
o Public Chapter 1137: Textbook Commission; Statewide Book Bans
o Public Chapter 818: Higher Education “Divisive Concepts” Restrictions
e Wins:
o Public Chapter 1063 & Public Chapter 127 Requiring the teaching of the Civil Rights
Movement
o Public Chapter 938: Requiring the Teaching of Black History & Culture in Grades 5-8

Updates on 2021 & 2022 Censorship Laws
e Will Prohibited Concepts 2.0 (HB1377/SB1141), which would have expanded 2021 Public
Chapter 493 failed in the Senate Education Committee
o Coalition Letter of ition
e Williamson County Parents Rights Lawsuit: Judge on TN lawsuit: 'Does not even come close'
to critical race theory (tennessean.com
e HB1040/SB1078, would’'ve removed the requirement in Public Chapter 744 for teachers to
post their classroom library books online failed
o Coalition Letter of Support
e Textbook and Instructional Materials Quality Commission:
TBC_Library_Guidance_Document.pdf (tn.gov)

2023 Censorship Legislation
e Public Chapter 438: Implicit Bias Restrictions

e Public Chapter 448: Student Pronoun Restrictions
e Public Chapter 353: Parent Consent & Opt In Processes



https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/10/18/education-laws-culture-war/
https://edtrust.wistia.com/medias/6s0qapaxnw
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Know-Your-Rights_-Presentation.pptx-1.pdf
https://edtrust.zoom.us/rec/play/YVTl5MEMshHrQFc7Lj_lu3f1yzqXmD8xPdhXhQgWEcqUmEyAqrNtiJIEJ-t_jnO_w58KnuaUDgV-7YBg.1wmSWminPzhl6gE2
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/11.2-Know-Your-Rights-Presentation.pptx.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc0493.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc0744.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc1137.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc0818.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc1063.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0127.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc0938.pdf
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1377
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/SB1141_Letter-of-Opposition.pdf
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/local/williamson/2022/11/14/williamson-county-judge-parents-lawsuit-not-close-critical-race-therory/69639344007/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/local/williamson/2022/11/14/williamson-county-judge-parents-lawsuit-not-close-critical-race-therory/69639344007/
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB1040
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/SB1078-Letter-of-Support-4.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/textbook/commission/TBC_Library_Guidance_Document.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0438.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0448.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0353.pdf
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e Public Chapter 268: TN Higher Education Freedom of Expression & Transparency Act
Public Chapter 278: Textbook Seller/Distributor Threats: “Education Obscenity”
Public Chapter 285: Private School Regulations on Sports Participation
o Related bills: Public Chapter 40 & Public Chapter 909
e Public Chapter 472: Library Complaints Process; Amendment to Age Appropriate Materials
Act

ACLU-TN Resources

e Censorshipin Tennessee’s Higher Education:
www.aclu-tn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Censorship-in-Higher-Ed-FAQ.pdf

e Censorshipin K-12 Tennessee Schools:
https://www.aclu-tn.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Censorship-FAQ.pdf

e FAQ: Critical Race Theory:
https://www.aclu-tn.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CRT-FAQ.pdf

e TN Student Rights & Youth Activism: Youth and Students' Rights - ACLU of Tennessee
(aclu-tn.org)

e |fyou are aware of a school using new laws to stop student speech, association, or other
activity, contact ACLU-TN: https://action.aclu.org/legal-intake/aclu-tn-legal-intake-form

PEN America Resources

e PEN America: hitps://pen.org/
o #FreeTheBooks: http://pen.org/action

Next Actions

e Sign up for weekly legislative updates, including our bill tracker:
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/

e |fyou are aware of a school using new laws to stop student speech, association, or other
activity, contact ACLU-TN: https://action.aclu.org/legal-intake/aclu-tn-legal-intake-form

e Review webpage of resources [continually updated]:
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/tn-coalition-for-truth-in-our-classrooms

e Signup & share for Coalition listserv here!
ETSU & Vanderbilt Teacher Survey
Is your organization, or do you know an organization, interested in getting involved with our
Coalition? Contact: mpowell@edtrust.org

Coalition Partner Advocacy Actions & Resources
Action & Advocacy Opportunities:

e EmpowerED Student Network:
o Register:


https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0268.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0278.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0285.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc0040.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/112/pub/pc0909.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0472.pdf
http://www.aclu-tn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Censorship-in-Higher-Ed-FAQ.pdf
https://www.aclu-tn.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Censorship-FAQ.pdf
https://www.aclu-tn.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CRT-FAQ.pdf
https://www.aclu-tn.org/issue_types/youth-and-students-rights/
https://www.aclu-tn.org/issue_types/youth-and-students-rights/
https://action.aclu.org/legal-intake/aclu-tn-legal-intake-form
https://pen.org/
http://pen.org/action
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/
https://action.aclu.org/legal-intake/aclu-tn-legal-intake-form
https://edtrust.org/tennessee/tn-coalition-for-truth-in-our-classrooms/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetqUF9_b_9_TuSsTXLh0Iz02bundbmDMgjrvH8Gbkz7RCSig/viewform
https://edtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IRB-approvedupdated-5_23_23-flyerTeacher-Perceptions-of-Educational-Policy-1-Approved-5-23-23.pdf
mailto:mpowell@edtrust.org
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Stand for Children Tennessee Momentum Memphis Education Task Forces
o Next Meeting: June 12th 6PM CT
o Register: Meeting Registration - Zoom
Mom’s for Social Justice - Chattanooga Monthly Community Virtual Meetings
o Next Meeting: June 8th6PM ET
o Register: Community Meeting | Facebook
TN Educator of Color Alliance Membership Network - free to join!
o Join Here
TN Association of School Librarians - Reach out to TASL if you or you know a librarian who
faces censorship in their districts.
AWAKE TN Youth Advocacy Summit
o  Apply: Youth Advocacy Summit — AWAKE (awaketn.org)

Follow our Coalition partners & sign up for their newsletters:

Organization Website Twitter Instagram Facebook
ACLU-TN https://www.aclu-tn.org/ @aclutn @aclu_tennessee @aclutn
American Muslim https://www.amactn.org/ @AMACtn @amactn @amactn
Advisory Council
Asian & Pacific https://www.apimidtn.org/ @APImMIidTN @apimidtn @apimiddletn
Islanders of Middle
TN
ArtsBuild https://artsbuild.com/ @artsbuild @ArtsBuild @artsbuild
AWAKE TN https://www.awaketn.org/ @AwakeTN @awaketn @awaketn
The Education Trust https://edtrust.org/tennessee/ @EdTrustTN @edtrusttn

in Tennessee

EmpowerED Student
Network

https://empoweredtn.org/empowered
-network/

@empowered_tn

Diverse Learners
Cooperative

https://diverselearnerscoop.com/

@diverselearnerscoop

@diverselearnerscoop

@diverselearners
coop

Facing History & https://www.facinghistory.org/ @facinghistory @facinghistory @facinghistory
Ourselves
GLSENTN https://www.glsen.org/chapter/tennes @Glsen @glsentn @glsen
see @GlsenTnGSA



https://stand-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvfu-hpzMtHN0schqoLl66lpsj_S9xdcjV?_x_zm_rtaid=-4_Sy21JRES1LPpiktlyQw.1686094995679.0d22cee3ee4ca74791c3b826d3fc1123&_x_zm_rhtaid=271#/registration
https://www.facebook.com/events/983368336140398/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A247371027939341%7D%7D]%22%7D
https://www.tneca.org/
https://www.tasltn.org/
https://www.awaketn.org/youth-advocacy-summit
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@MBKNashville

My Brother’s Keeper https://mbknashville.weebly.com/
Moms for Social https://www.momsforsocialjustice.us/ @momsforsj @msijchatt @msjchatt
Justice Chattanooga
Nashville Teacher https://www.nashvilleteacherresidenc @NashTeacherRes @nashvilleteacherres @nashvilleteach
Residency y.org/ erresidency
TN NAACP https://www.tnnaacp.org/index.html @NaacpTn @naacp
One WillCo https://onewillco.org/ @OneWillco @onewillco @onewillco
Stand for Children https://stand.org/tennessee/ @TennesseeStand @standtn @standtennesse
Tennessee e
TN Association of https://www.tasltn.org/ @TASLTN @tasltn @tasl.tn
School Librarians
TN Library
Ecosystem Coalition
@tnedcoloralliance @Tennesseekdu

TN Educators of Color
Alliance

https://www.tneca.org/

@TNEdColorAllies

catorsofColor

@TEA_teachers

@TEA_teachers

@TEA_teachers

Middle TN

Tennessee Education https://tnea.org/
Association
TN Library http://tnla.org/ @TNLA @TNLA
Association
Tennessee Youth @_tnyouthcoalition @tn_youthcoalition
Coalition
Urban League of https://www.ulmt.org/ @UrbanlLeagueMT @urbanleagueofmidtn | @UrbanLeagueM
Middle Tennessee idTN
Volunteer State of https://www.olstateseal.org/ @VolStateSeal
Biliteracy
WilCo Iris http://wilcoiris.org @wilco_iros
We Remember https://wwwweremembernashville.or @weremembernash @weremembernash
Nashville g/
YWCA Knoxville & https://ywcaknox.com/ @ywcaknoxville @YWCAKnoxville @ywcaknoxville




