Tennessee Coalition for

Truthin
Classrooms

March 1, 2023
The Honorable Sen. Jon Lundberg
Chair, Senate Education Committee

RE: Support for SB1078/HB1040

As a coalition of teachers, students, education leaders, librarians, and community members of diverse backgrounds from
across all three Grand Divisions of the State of Tennessee, we are writing to express our support for SB1078, which will be
considered by the Senate Education Committee on March 1st.

At the start of the 2022-2023 school year, Tennessee educators were faced with an unexpected challenge as a result of
new laws: they were required to catalog every single book in their classroom library, resulting in unpaid overtime hours
for teachers and unnecessary red tape and bureaucracy for local education agencies across the state. SB1078 is important
because it amends our current law and removes this onerous task by excluding materials that are maintained by an
individual teacher in their classroom. SB1078 ensures teachers' libraries are exempt from having to be identified and
posted on the school's website or subject to preview by the local school board or public charter school governing board.

Our educators are already overworked with their current list of responsibilities related to providing individualized support
to their students. This support includes encouraging students’ reading abilities and fostering early literacy skills through
building and providing an accessible, quality classroom library. Some educators have hundreds - even thousands - of
books available in their classroom that help create a rigorous, personalized learning environment.

Our current law requiring our educators to list each of their books in their classroom contributes to repetitive,
burdensome processes that educators must complete outside of their regular class and lesson preparation hours, without
additional external support from their school or district. Moreover, parents and school leaders already have the right and
ability to review a teacher’s library. As a result of confusion with the law, some educators chose to give away the books in
their library this past school year, which means our students are losing valuable learning opportunities because of this
requirement. Additionally, restricting access to classroom books and materials undermines important early literacy efforts
across the state to improve 3rd-grade reading. Further, our current law creates burdens for administrative leaders who
have new processes and tools - without additional resources - to create these lists.

The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated existing teacher shortages, which is reflected in our ongoing struggles to attract and
retain staff - especially in critical areas such as STEM, early childhood education, special education, and bilingual
education. According to the Tennessee State Board of Education, in the 2021-2022 school year, there were 1024 teacher
vacancies throughout the state. Our law only serves to increase the workload of our current school staff, and has the
potential to increase our state’s growing teacher shortage if it remains unchanged.

Overall, the current requirements to report each material in educators’ libraries is an unnecessary task. Instead, it has
become a distraction for staff who should dedicate their time to fostering student growth and love for reading amidst our
school's pandemic recovery efforts. Taking the above into consideration, this bill is a step in the right direction to support
our Tennessee teachers and help our students’ abilities to thrive, and our Coalition stands in strong support for SB1078.

Sincerely,
The undersigned advocates of the TN Coalition for Truth in Our Classrooms network

cc: Sen. Jeff Yarbro; Members, Senate Education Committee


https://edtrust.org/tennessee/tn-coalition-for-truth-in-our-classrooms/

Meili Powell

Advocacy & Partnerships Manager,
The Education Trust TN

Davidson County

Tanya T. Coats

President,

Tennessee Education Association
Statewide

Kathyrn Sinback
Executive Director,

The ACLU of Tennessee
Statewide

Cardell Orrin
Executive Director,
Stand for Children TN
Shelby County

Brittany T. Paschall
Founder & Board Chair,
We Remember Nashville
Davidson County

Sarah Stuart

Teacher & Associate Program Director,
Facing History & Ourselves

Shelby County

Matt Cheek

Executive Director,
Nashville Teacher Residency
Davidson County

Christiane Buggs

Parent & Board Member,
Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County
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Gloria Sweet-Love

State President,

TN State Conference NAACP
Haywood County

Lindsey Kimery

Librarian,

TN Association of School Librarians
Davidson County

Milana Kumar

Youth Organizer, TN Youth Coalition
High School Student,

Collierville High School

Shelby County

Revida Rahman
Advocate & Founder, OneWillCo
Williamson County

Dr. Diarese George

Executive Director,

TN Educator of Color Alliance
Montgomery County

Madeline Wiseman
Parent & Advocate,
Tennessee Justice Center
Davidson County

Samantha Singer

Director,

Volunteer State Seal of Biliteracy
Davidson County

Briana Ramsey -Tyler
High School Access Coach,
Persist Nashville

Davidson County

Brooke Allen

Executive Director,

Diverse Learners Cooperative
Davidson County

Ari Baker
Executive Director, Tenn-Share
Knox County

Kyla Cretekos
Education Advocate
Davidson County

Mom'’s for Social Justice
Parent Advocates
Hamilton County

Shawn Reilly
Advocate, GLSEN TN
Davidson County

Emma Chinn
Advocate, GLSEN TN
Davidson County

Eve Boger

Parent Advocate,

Williamson Social Justice Alliance
Williamson County

Lindsey Hamilton
Teacher Educator,
Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Sabina Mohyuddin

Advocate,

American Muslim Advisory Council
Statewide



Sarah Chin
Parent
Davidson County

Brittany Norman
Parent, Maryuville City Schools
Blount County

Jennifer Cortez
Parent & Founder, One WillCo
Williamson County

Meredith Hennessy
Parent
Shelby County

Salwa Daouk
Student
Davidson County

Ilvy Enyenji
Student
Knox County

Katherine McCaa Bryan

Parent,

Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Shelby County

Amanda Edens
5th Grade Teacher
Hamilton County

Laura Kelly
Professor, Rhodes College
Shelby County

Julia Dixon
Graduate Student & Advocate
Davidson County
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Mark Schaffler

High School Student, Memphis-Shelby
County Schools

Shelby County

Lee Houston
Librarian
Cumberland County

Kristy Starks-Winn
Secondary Educator
Knox County

Pamela J. Morris
Retired Librarian
Knox County

Chris Bandy
Advocate
Davidson County

Molly Collins
Advocate
Davidson County

Cadence
Student, GLSEN TN & TN Tech
Putman County

Ken Tucker
Parent
Knox County

Heather Wilson
5th Grade Teacher
Knox County

Ravonne Hunt
Parent
Knox County

John Seivers
Parent
Knox County

Joleta Crook
Parent
Sumner County

Sarah Hilton
Parent
Sumner County

GLSEN Tennessee
Community Organization
Statewide

Holly Cruz
Parent
Sumner County

Wes Duenkel
Parent
Sumner County

Jessica Norris
Parent
Sumner County

Patricia Smith

Grandparent,

Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Sumner County

Diana LaRocque
Retired Educator
Maury County

Emma Volesky
Parent
Sumner County



Gary Harper
Parent
Knox County

Andrew Hughes
Concerned Resident
Knox County

Christopher Lynch
5th Grade Teaching Assistant
Knox County

Jenda Clemmons
Teacher & Parent
Sumner County

Pilar Spraggins
Parent
Sumner County

Patricia Lynn Takacs
Advocate
Sumner County

Margaret White
Parent
Sumner County

Jen Girten
Parent
Sumner County

Rev. Regina Girten
Parent, Pastor, UMC
Wilson County

James Campbell
Parent, Sumner County Schools
Sumner County
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Taryn Tarter

Parent, Wilson County Schools
Wilson County

Faye Girten
Retired Teacher, District 10
Sumner County

Ron Girten
Concerned Citizen
Sumner County

Ingrid Mcintyre
Clergy, The United Methodist Church
Davidson County

Sonya Manfred
Parent
Sumner County

Rev. Shelby Slowey

Pastor & Parent, Metro Nashville
Public Schools

Davidson County

Jacqueline Prentice
Educator,
Wilson County

Darren Wright
Parent & Pastor, Connection UMC
Davidson County

Catie Scheid

1st Grade Teacher, Wilson County
Schools

Wilson County

Mary-Owen Holmes

Social Studies Teachers,

Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Kristin Grantham
5th Grade Teacher, Wilson County
Schools

Emily Bass
Kindergarten Teacher, Wilson County
Schools

Michelle Benevelli
2nd Grade teacher, Wilson County
Schools

Margaret Hardigan
Parent
Sumner County

Amanda Garner
Parent
Davidson County

Amanda Harmon
3rd Grade Teacher
Wilson County

Dean’na Halford
Elementary Art Teacher
Wilson County

Jennifer Boyd

Kindergarten Teacher, Wilson County
Schools

Wilson County

Erica Bundy
Parent & Director of English Learners
Davidson County

Glenda Inman
Advocate
Knox County



Hoso Eggleston
Parent
Sumner County

Rev. Allison Gossett
Parent & Advocate
Williamson County

Jodi Taylor

11th Grade ELL Teacher,
Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Hilary Lounder
Parent & Advocate
Sumner County

Gibson Keith

Teacher, Metro Nashville Public
Schools

Davidson County

Triston Holeman
3rd Grade Teacher
Wilson County

Sarah Diaz

High School Spanish Teacher,
Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Sarah Calise
Librarian
Davidson County

Michael Bartus

German Teacher,

Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County
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Mackenzie Mardirosian

High School Teacher
Davidson County

Donna-Michelle Copas
Teacher,

Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Stephanie B. Dunn
Minister, United Methodist
Davidson County

Lynne Robinson
High School ELD & ELA Teacher,
Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Andrea Beebe Lopez

Spanish Teacher,

Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Tim Russell

High School World Language Teacher,
Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Lindsay Gonzalez
Masters Student,
Vanderbilt University
Davidson County

Chelsea Goeke
3rd Grade Reading Teacher, Wilson
County Schools
Wilson County

Kristy Altizer
ESL Teacher, Sullivan County Schools
Sullivan County

Lauren Gallina
Librarian
Rutherford County

Courtney Fuson
Parent & Librarian
Williamson County
Alexandra
Librarian

Dyer County

Kate Pritchard
Librarian
Davidson County

Candy McAdams
Librarian
Weakley County

Evelyn Hunter
Librarian
Hamilton County

Anne McGraw

Former Williamson County School
Board member & Parent
Williamson County

Rhonda Tippitt
Advocate, TN Library Association
Sevier County

Maggie Schaper
Former Teacher,
Wilson County Schools
Wilson County

Brandi Payne
Librarian
Sevier County



Bethany Daniel
Former Teacher
Davidson County

Karin Glendenning
Librarian, TN Librarian Association
Hamilton County

Morgan Olson
Library, Sullivan County Librarians
Sullivan County

DeAnne Luck
Librarian & Professor, MTSU
Montgomery County

Shasta Howe
Librarian & Parent
Rutherford County

Erin Loree
Parent & Librarian
Davidson County

Ben Trotter
Teacher
Davidson County

Jennifer Schmid
Parent & Librarian
Davidson County

Piper Scott

Exceptional Education Teacher
Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Nicole Hughey
1st Grade Teacher
Wilson County
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Ariana Rucker
Teacher
McMinn County

Laura Fittz

10th Grade Teacher,

Metro Nashville Public Schools
Davidson County

Patricia Rua-Bashir
Librarian, Nashville Public Library
Davidson County

Virginia A. McCoy
Association Attorney
Tennessee Educator Association

Kim Bradshaw
2nd grade teacher
Wilson County

Kate Lewallen
Librarian
Knox County

Greg Hardigan
Parent
Sumner County

Cynthia Wolford
Library Board Member
Sevier County

Meridith Saffelder
Library Assistant,

Sevier County Public Library System

Sevier County

Myrna DaSilva
Teacher
Knox County

Delane Hardin
Librarian
Sevier County

Lucy Henighan
President, Friends of Seymour Library
Sevier County

Jamie Boyle
Advocate
Davidson County

Garrett Crowell
Librarian & Parent
Rutherford County

Lea Ann Voiles
School Counselor
Knox County



