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The countdown to the conclusion of Tennessee's 2022 legislative session is
well underway, with lawmakers laser-focused on moving remaining bills
toward floor consideration and finalizing the work of each chamber's
Finance, Ways, and Means Committee on pending budgetary and
appropriations items.

The Tennessee Investment in Student Achievement (TISA), the Lee
Administration's hallmark education funding proposal this session, is still
making its way through each chamber's committee infrastructure. The bill,
officially HB2143/SB2396, passed successfully through the House
Finance, Ways, and Means Subcommittee this past Tuesday on a voice vote.
Finance Sub members House Minority Leader Karen Camper (D-Memphis),
Rep. Bob Freeman (D-Nashville), and newly independent Rep. John Mark
Windle of Livingston all requested to be recorded as voting no. The House
legislation will now proceed to the full House Finance, Ways, and Means
Committee for consideration next Tuesday, April 26. Action on the Senate
version of TISA, SB2396, was again deferred for consideration until next
Tuesday in the upper chamber's Finance, Ways, and Means Committee.

HB1669/5B1825, a Ten for Tennessee bill supported by Ed Trust TN that
requires the Tennessee Higher Education Commission to produce a report
for the General Assembly on issues of food insecurity among students at
public colleges and universities, was signed into law by Governor Lee on
Tuesday, April 19. The legislation, carried by Democrats Rep. Darren
Jernigan of Old Hickory and Senate Minority Leader Jeff Yarbro of Nashville,
was in large part an advocacy effort supported by student leaders at the
University of Tennessee-Knoxville. Another Ten for Tennessee bill,
HB1900/SB2567 sponsored by House Ed Instruction Committee Vice Chair
Terri Lynn Weaver (R-Lancaster) and Sen. Rusty Crowe (R-Johnson City),
which would create a reimbursement fund for fees for teacher licensure and
endorsement exams, is currently under consideration before the House and
Senate Finance committees. To encourage its inclusion in the state budget
and emphasize its importance as a tool to remove barriers to entry into the
education profession, more than 40 student advocates from across
Tennessee in the EmpowerED Network submitted a letter to Senate
Finance Chair Bo Watson (R-Hixson), the bill sponsors, and committee
members. Ed Trust TN is also closely monitoring HE0751/SB1158, voucher
legislation sponsored by House Ed Instruction Committee Chairwoman
Debra Moody (R-Covington) and Senate Speaker Pro Tempore Ferrell Haile
(R-Gallatin) that seeks to (as amended) expand eligibility to an additional
30,000+ students for the state's Individualized Education Account Program
(IEAP), which is set for floor consideration in the House on Monday, April 25.
We are currently opposed to the passage of this legislation.

Next week, continue to look out for developments on school funding reform
legislation, finance and state budget process activity, and other education-
related issues as the 112th General Assembly moves toward adjournment.
To see all of the legislation up for consideration next week as well as the
other key bills Ed Trust is actively tracking, please be sure to check out the
"On Our Radar" section, our updated bill tracker, and the weekly schedule
each linked below.
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